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sho w of force when venturing into a mar
ket where It i3 30 unknown, he said The 
company will carefully examine' the 
results, as It hopes to repeat the strategy 
often while forming a national chain 
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Aaron Brothers has JtirOtteTS 
already signed leases 
for stores at Beaverton Town Square 
(opening Sept. 4), Tanasbourne Town 
Center and Clackamas Crossing, said 
Michael Keermstn of HSM Pacific, rj 

TO 92296945 P.01 
in iunv^i<« ".t, 

Aaron Brotis"?^ 
stores are larger than 

most frame stores, with newer shops typi-
rflyoccupyinr US£pA sp t 
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s In comma/id at the movement's headquarters. 

/, BY MICHAEL ROSE • 
Business JminsV staff writer. '• ... . 

The Port of Portland's attempt to get the 
-.Columbia; River; Channel,"deepening pro-, 

."ject o'n.,'a:faster. track has Oregon's oldest-
YT,:ehyjroninerit4%oup threatejiing to wash 
; Its hands of'the review process-' " 
'5'Vr^emaritimerinduis^ has' argued" for 
ytwd'Seeades that deepening the naviga«" 

tion--; .channeJHTfr'oih-T'T Astoria to • 
U: Portland's, Broadway Bridge^-by 3'feet 

is- essential to accommodate increasing
l y  l a r g e r / s h i p s .  . . .  
"Now that .the channel-deepening pro

ject is'finally picking up "speed,, the 
Oregon Environmental Council says the 

region should slow down and reconsider 
- the options. The group's leader suggests 
. legal trouble is swirling beneath,the sue-

face of the placid discussiqns o'ver'chan-
nel deepening. 

/l.'ilSy^dict the port will get sued over this 
project," said Jeff AJJen/execijlive direc-

^ tor of the Oregon Enyironmental CoUncil. 
• "If they try to ram 'it through they're just 
going to hita brick wall.". - ' "• 

-• Allen contends the channel-deepening 
• project is being treated like a done, deal 
before all the facts are in. While the 
Oregon Environmental Council avoids Jit-
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mentalists, citizen activists and attor
neys,-drafted the Initiative, wbJch 
would ben clear-cutting and pesticide 
use in Oregon's woods. 

The majority of foresters in Oregon 
-.ow clear-cut. Voters will decide in 
November whether that practice con
tinues. '. . ' .' • 

"I am not out to hurt the/timber 
industry I am BO not about that. I come 
from, a union family. My-father's a 
teamster,-My brother's a.carpenter I 
support the wbrkihg-'man. Logging is 

34. 
• -• '• ' 'I- ' •• 

stance against strikers 
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. BY MICHAEL HOSE 
BusVwa Journal flsff writer 

Columbia Distributing Co. president 
Ed Malatis vows he will make 
his "last, best and final offer" to 
striking union employees on 
Aug. 17. 

• Despite a three-hour media
tion session Monday, the bever
age distribution company and 
its contingent of unionized 
labor remain at odds. Both man
agement and the union said 
Wednesday no progress has been made, 
in resolving: their differences' over 
union security.and retirement.benaflts^;.-

I don t believe either side is going to 
move from their positions," said 
Maletis. 

Columbia is the exclusive 

distributor of Miller beer In 

the area, and carries a wide 

range of other beers, wines and 

nonalcoholic drinks. The com

pany has operations / in 

Portland, Salem, Eugene, 

..M.edford, Bend and Spokane, 

Wash.- -y: 

On-Aug.- 3,.- about 70 delivery . 
truck drivers and warehouse workers • 

wsy -- v Sec STRIKE,. Pago M 
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FROM PAGE 1 

organizations will not hesitate to file law-

suits if their.concerns are ignored 
The Oregon '.Environmental; Council 

recently sent letters to the jbrt objecting 
to "preauthorlzation" of '.the cbanriel-
rieopeningproject and threatening to wilJ> 
draw their participation from the public 
review prtcess.The'proposaj, which needs 
the blessing of; federal lawmakers', could 
get the dredging work started two years 
early. -.' 'T Preautoorlzation would 
shorten the process.by allotying dredging . 
supporters to'seek federal, funding for the 
project before Impasse's its,,final environ
mental and eMnomic/tests:1,Y. . '• >:• 

Port ..officials. say', preauthorh.atlo.n, • 
which'they iprefer "calling., "conditional 
approval,';,: would xlear. the Way for se.ebr
ing federal appropriations .in ^lOO. wit)^; 
dredging beginning in-:2001. The port,', 
supported jby'f'U.S. Rep. ̂ arl..Blumenauer. 
ahd others In, the Northwest delegation^ 

have lobbiedfor.:tiie concept. 
The . port ;s'ays; iChopes-^the .Oregon-

Environmental Cbuhciij.wiU contihbe to 
take part"in^the' dlscMsions;,oyer..the. 
cliannel-deepenlng proje'cLit denieiJ that 
conditional ^provai/'.wpuJd reduce the 
environmental scrutiny,-fthe.project will 
ultimately, receive. f[ But- sdme.-environ
mentalists aren't convinced by tiVe.port s. 

.ries about pollutants lurking in the 

. muck.' ' ' 
• The port has several marine terminals 

' along die Willamette that could benefit 
from a deeper channel, Lncludfng mineral 

-and grain facilities 3tTerminals 4 and .1. 
" ; Grain ships leave here with partial.loads 

•"to avoid getting stuck. Meanwhile,' the 
largest container ships have avoided the 
Willamette and (lie Columbia because the 

' channel Is too shallow. 
An estimated $15 billion a year in trade 

now crosses the lower Columbia" -.Rlvijr 
tyjort- dock's, influencing an estimated 
54,000 jobs throughout the region;.",.The 
Northwest has much at stake if this cur-, 
rent generation of behemoth ships can't . 
r e a c h  t h e  d o c k s ,  p o r t  o f f i c i a l s  s a y y  .  

• ''The njarketplace for the project was 

telling its it was needed five years ago/' said 
Torn Decker, manager of federal govern-' 
merit relations for the port. "You run the . 

' • •" 1 to yoiir. 

assurances..:.,;.. . - f ,  -/v. '' ' 
"On' the whole, I get.the. idea they re 

just trying to. shoo-in channel deepening 
and make ahort^hriftiOf,,,the, impacts, 
said Lyn.v.'Matte)',' a"';; staff . member of 
Northwest Envirorimeni^l. Advocates, 
another local environmental group- Sire 
too, lias.heard talk/about filing lawsuits 
over chanhel'deepening in the environ
mental community.although.It's unlikely 
anyone ' would sue'., until jaftor.. the.. fin a I. 
environmental - impact statement is 

released in late 1999^. • . : 
, Environmentalists ;are particularly 
concerned about the Willamette River 
portion of the project and,the possibility 
that dredging .would, release,,contami
nants buried-in its sediments. Tire listing 
of the Willamette River steelhead as an 
endangered' species has added to.the wor-

risk of hot being about to respond to y 
customer needs.and toat is worrisome." 

With or without conditional, approval; . 
there's still a long way to go before the-
project ls: approved, Decker said. The 
design 'of the project Is still under review 
and it must pass a number of environ
ments) and economic, hurdles, he said. 
Whlie.the figure of ?100 million has been 
batted around for years, it's looking like 
the total price'tag for the project may be 

closer to $2h0 million, he said. 
Getting a two-year head start on the 

work could save taxpayers a bundle by 
avoiding inflation costs, Decker said/per-' 
haps-as much as 520 million, Columbia/ 
River ports are hopeful that government 
will'tnclude a conditional authorization in 
legislation now being considered, he said. 

The original 17-foot channel has been 
deepen to a minimum of 40 feet over toe 
past century Digging out another three 

feet .would pull 18 million cubic yards of 

sand from the river bottom. 
• Earlier thi3 year, a group representing 

commercial fishermen voiced its opposi
tion to toe channel deepening projcctr. 
The fishermen contended that sand 
would be dumped in places where it 
might harm fish habitat. Port officials 

say that's not the case. Q 

v More competition cometh 
.ij. 

. ' j  •  •  FROM PAGE 1 ........ 
The company, offera custom framing, 

« . • ^ —. J ^ a p\/i m n I n , 

location until April. That store was sold 
and now operates under another name. 
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4P he Port pf Portland's campaign to 
f its shipping channels would be beneficial coth 
I local, economy and would help keep ^ 

competitive with nearby deep-water port,. ^ • 
there are really two separate issues here, a 

terve 

w Rjver channel, a few more feet 
•V : '• • presents, in our view no 

major threats • ta t e • 
eriviroiimeht or To the ri 

2 "TT -'-T'. '.'itself, .The channel is already 
' hp ffip- far belbW its. natural level 
> years of prior dredging.. :; 

d -the Columbia's riverbed , ••• • ^l^:?s3gr&css™«'-
. :*•" iWo Willamette openeo •-

. waturany, uic ----- . , < 
f. see the Willamette:opened , 

p r o c e s s  - : * s e f i  m  -  « • « *  "'up to more traffic. But that ^ 
Tiv.er ' bottom is i badly 

• I ' ' contaminated. . • " •* 
The port has proposed last-.. 

tracking the dredging process by'lining ®^j 

funding Cot the -project before the en r • ' ^ 

-impact phase of the project .is completed. P s 
says this wouldn't diminish fte evalimti P ' • 
and niaybe it wouldn't. But when it comes to 
up muck cohtaining heavy metals, it m y- . . 

• run. be wider to proceed with caution: 
with haste. Perhaps this is an instance'wh 
be best to stick to the traditional step^stepproces^ 
Our rivers ijeed special care from her -
to fulfil! our obligation to the future, u 

I : . 

x"""« ports memorabilia is a 52 billion busi
er ness. And Portland advertising execu-

tive Phil Stevens has staked out a. hand
le / some chunk of the industry for himself. 

The sports enthusiast and chairman of 
Gerber Advertising has collected so many 
pieces of-memorabilia that he has devoted an 
entire room, of his West Linn home to dis
playing the prized possessions. • 

"I love sports," said Stevens, who developed 
9 jove for athletics as a child growing up In 
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I Your Oct. 23 article, "River risks a Super-
fund listing," is a clear call to action. It is 
ironic that much of the country envies Ore
gon's natural environs when 5.5 miles of the 
Willamette River are so polluted with toxic 
chemicals that the Environmental Protec
tion Agency has made its cleanup a national 
priority. 

The industries that have caused this pol
lution are so eager to avoid a Superfund list
ing that they are now discussing steps to 
clean up our river. 

While I am pleased that the polluters are 
taking a step in the right direction, I fmd it 
disturbing that the impetus is a desire to 
avoid the shame and economic burdens as
sociated with Superfund status. For years, 
we have known that the chemicals that are 
dumped into the Willamette are linked to 
rising rates of childhood cancer, yet the par
ties responsible for increasing that risk 
have only increased the amount of pollution 
going into the river. 

The important issue is not whether the 
Willamette is cleaned up under federal or 
state jurisdiction; what matters is that the 
polluters assume full responsibility for the 
immediate cleanup of our river. 

MAUREEN KIRK, executive director 
Oregon State 

Public Interest Research Group 
Southeast Portland 
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River sediment hazardous 

In reference to two recent front-page sto
ries, "River risks a Superfund listing" (Oct. 
23) and "Report promotes dredging of riv
ers" (Oct. 24), I would like to suggest that 
nothing be done to disturb the highly toxic 
sediments in the lower Willamette and Co
lumbia rivers until a full analysis of the con
sequences of disturbing and disposing of 
those sediments has taken place. 

• Local businesses, the city of Portland and 
the Port of Portland are to pay $500,000 for a 
cleanup plan. Meanwhile, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers' $181 million plan to 
dredge and line our beaches with this haz
ardous waste as reported in the latter article 
is appalling. 

The sediments in the lower reaches of 
these two rivers are extremely hazardous to 
the environment and to the public health. 
The heavy metals, dioxins, PCBs, pesticides 
and other toxins require state-of-the-art 
treatment for permanent, safe disposal. 

The public has a right to know and to de
cide how this cleanup will be handled. With 
full public and state government involve
ment, we could design a plan that rids us of 
this; toxic legacy using new technologies 
that don't just reformat the waste and spew 
it back Into our neighborhoods. 

JANE HALEY 
President 

Oregon Center for Environmental Health 
Northeast Portland 
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Phase ouVtoxfc refes" * 

learn^Tha '̂par̂ of6 ]̂̂ 3 .̂?'"660"'3"3 to 
qualify as a federal Sun^r \amette River 

the toxic chemicals anrt1" Si;° becausa 

!«». accumulated in lts sedlnfeTf'tS 

.ha. we 

P>e. more ,h,n e;am 

Is were legally dumpedinton chenv 

™ environmental tiess a"rd an™ Sa™" "s 
cleanup. But better laietn ^Pensive 
egon Environmental Conn "I "Tr; The 0r" 
legislation during the IMO r lntr°duce 
Phase out all rel ̂  f , ̂ Mature to 
substances. these m°st toxic 
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Ore°onLr!!,N'executiue director 

• rea on Environmental Council 
Southwest Portland 
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